THE   CAMPAIGN   OF   TRAFALGAR        III
Most of Ms family were assembled at Merton
to greet Mm, Emma having rushed back from a
course of sea-bathing at Southend. He had
ministerial interviews in London with Pitt, Can-
ning, Castlereagh and Barham, and paid a com-
pulsory call on the Prince of Wales, but otherwise
fee remained at Merton, now filled with relatives
and friends, and refused all public hospitality.
He was very weary mentally and needed a rest;
for long periods of time spent at sea often affect
the brain in a peculiar fashion. In addition, he
felt that his campaign was only in suspense and
that he might be called on again at any moment,
and also that he might never return.
On 2nd September, Captain the Hon. Henry
Blackwoodj of the Euryalus frigate, called at
Merton on Ms way to the Admiralty with the
news that the Combined Fleet had left Ferrol and
had run south to Cadiz, Nelson followed Mm
to London and there was a bustle at the Admiralty.
Caider had crossed the Bay to join Gornwallis,
and had thus given the enemy their chance to
escape. Collingwood, however, now a Vice-
Admiral, had been stationed off Cadiz with a
small force similar to Orders. He had watched
the enemy's entry and had reported it, and a
few days later was joined by Caider with a power-
ful concentration. Xelson was ordered to resume
command of the Mediterranean Fleet, whose
main strength was now represented by this force
of Calder's blockading Cadiz. Meanwhile Caider
himself was ordered to return to England and be
tried by court-martial for not preventing the
enemy from getting into Cadiz.
In three days' time all Xelson's baggage was